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Trip Summary 
North Carolina is full of diversity, history, and culture. It’s a land of soaring mountain peaks, 
thundering waterfalls, and rich forests. Throughout your time on this trip, you’ll experience the 
best of active outdoor adventures and classic North Carolina culture. Feel like you’re stepping 
into a French chateau as you explore the awe-inspiring historic Biltmore Estate and learn more 
about the family in whose possession it’s been for the last 125 years. Keep an eye out for bald 
eagles as you kayak the Catawba River, which winds its way from the Blue Ridge Mountains to 
central South Carolina. Fly through the treetops on an exhilarating zipline expedition. And of 
course, enjoy some delectable and authentic Carolina BBQ along the way! 
 

Itinerary 

Day 1:  Charlotte / Chimney Rock State Park 
Welcome to North Carolina! After an early morning pickup in Charlotte, we’ll head straight to the 
world-famous US National Whitewater Center on the outskirts of the city for a brief welcome meeting 
• Soon after, find yourself on comfortable sit-on-top kayaks floating down the Catawba River, 
surrounded by the rich forests characteristic of the Carolina Low Country • After lunch, head to 
Chimney Rock State Park, where the popular movie Last of the Mohicans was filmed • We’ll take a 
gentle hike up to Hickory Nut Waterfall, an absolutely stunning and classic West Carolina sight •  
Tonight, we’ll stay at the Pisgah Inn off the Blue Ridge Parkway, known for its stunning decks 
overlooking the rolling blue mountains • Overnight at Pisgah Inn (L, D) 
 

Day 2: Pisgah National Forest / Biltmore Estate 
Wake up to Appalachia’s finest forests right outside your door • This region is actually where the 
Forestry field began • After a classic southern breakfast, we’ll go for a hike in the High Country 
through Graveyard Fields to yet another gorgeous waterfall • This afternoon, we’ll take it up a 
notch with a guided canyoneering trip, rappelling off cliffs, above the tree-tops, and down active 
waterfalls! • The expert guides will let you go at your own pace and keep you safe, but this is one 
exhilarating experience! • Late afternoon, a scenic and leisurely drive will bring us to America's 
Largest home at the center of the historic Biltmore Estate • Overnight at Biltmore Estate (B, L, D) 
 

Day 3: Biltmore Estate 
Your day starts on the grounds of the Vanderbilt Mansion on the iconic and stunning Biltmore Estate 
• After breakfast we’ll set out on a riverside hike to the front door of the Estate • A private tour led by 
a historian takes you through the cavernous mansion - you might even get to see some of the secret 
areas of the home! • After lunch, we’ll visit the barns for an afternoon on the saddle and a leisurely 
horse ride • Finish your day with a wine tasting at the award-winning Biltmore Winery • Dinner tonight 
will be chef prepared at The Bistro • Overnight at Biltmore Estate (B, L, D) 
 

Day 4: Asheville / Linn Cove Viaduct 
After a night of much-needed rest, we’ll head north through the city of Asheville and set out on a 
treetop canopy tour by zipline • Fly through the rich forests, known to have more tree-diversity than 
the entire continent of Europe, and stop for lunch at a classic Carolina BBQ joint to meet the locals 
and experience hog heaven • After lunch we head north on the Blue Ridge Parkway to the Linn Cove  
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Viaduct, an international engineering marvel • The viaduct wraps around the face of the mountains 
without harming the fragile eco-system • Walk along the Tanawah trail and see the rhododendron-
thick forests and stunning views. Tonight, we’ll check into the Lodges at Eagle’s Nest, a true retreat 
in the hills • Overnight at The Lodges at Eagle’s Nest (B, L)  
 

Day 5: Grandfather Mountain / Elk River Waterfall 
After a home-cooked breakfast, we’ll drive to Grandfather Mountain, the highest peak in this region! • 
Walk along a trail and eventually pass over a hanging bridge and breath in the cleanest air east of 
the Mississippi • After lunch we’ll rev our engines on a 4-wheel adventure using open-air UTV’s! • 
Splash through puddles, navigate forest trails, and crawl over boulders on these awesome open-air 
quads • Finish the day on a short hike along the stunning and massive Elk River Waterfall trail • This 
waterfall is one of the most impressive in the east with an enormous water volume • Dinner tonight 
will be at the superb Artisanal, the premier dining experience in the Blue Ridge • Overnight at The 
Lodges at Eagle’s Nest (B, L, D)   
 

Day 6: Hawksbill Mountain 
On our last day together we’ll enjoy a late breakfast, then head to Hawksbill Mountain to see the 
“Grand Canyon of the East” • Linville Gorge is the deepest gorge on the East Coast, and it’s 
stunning views will take your breath away • En route to the airport we’ll stop for lunch one last time, 
at another classic North Carolina Smokehouse • Experience small-town southern hospitality at this 
no-frills Carolina “hole in the wall” • Without further ado, we’ll say farewell, or in as they say in the 
Carolinas….”ya’ll come back now”! • (B, L) 
 

**Trip itineraries are subject to change without notice due to road, weather and other factors outside 
of our control, for the safety and enjoyment of our guests, as deemed necessary and appropriate by 
Austin Adventures. 
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Activities 
 
Kayaking: Easy, No experience necessary  
 

Canyoneering: Easy to Moderate, No experience necessary  
 

Horseback Riding: Easy walking pace, no experience necessary (*250 lb. weight limit) 
 

Zip-lining: No experience necessary (*250 lb. weight limit) 
 

4-Wheeling: No experience necessary  
 

Hiking: 1.5 to 4 miles per hike, easy to moderate terrain   
 
 

Discovery: Charlotte has something for everyone, whether you’re a sports fan, art lover, culinary 
fanatic, or history buff. Learn more about the city’s exploding art scene at a number of world-class 
art museums and galleries. Enjoy fine-dining or down-home barbecue from some of the best chefs in 
the country, and wonder at historic civil war relics at one of the Charlotte’s numerous museums. And 
that’s just the beginning of your trip! 
 
Along the way, you’ll experience rich Appalachian culture, explore the natural, scenic beauty around 
every turn, and have the time of your life ziplining through the treetops and rappelling down 
cascading waterfalls. Did you know North Carolina is home to the highest mountains in the eastern 
United States? Did you know that the Vanderbilt Mansion has 250 rooms filled with impressive 
artwork, antiques, and architecture? The grounds of the estate also include the first managed forest 
in the country. Catch a glimpse of local wildlife and learn more about North Carolina’s expansive 
flora, and take in sweeping views of the landscape that surrounds it all. Come see all that North 
Carolina has to offer and we promise, you’ll never want to leave! 
 
Austin Adventures guides are experienced facilitators and regional experts. They will take the time to 
explain the details of each activity, answer any questions and demonstrate the use of all equipment. 
Each activity has been carefully planned to include options for all levels. Most importantly, Austin 
Adventures guides will help you select the distance that’s right for you. 
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Distinctive Accommodations 
 
Night 1: Pisgah Inn 
Pisgah Inn has been accommodating guests since it first opened in 1919. Located at the Peak of the 
Blue Ridge Parkway, it provides breath-taking views, casual fine dining, comfortable 
accommodations, and an incomparable escape into the mountains of Western North Carolina. Sit 
back and relax as you take in all that the Blue Ridge Mountains have to offer. 
 

Nights 2 & 3: The Village Hotel on Biltmore Estate 
Casual, comfortable, and centrally located, The Village Hotel on Biltmore Estate is the perfect place 
to unwind after a day of exploration. Offering you all the comforts of home with stunning views of the 
Biltmore properties, the hotel is just steps away from the winery, restaurants, shops, and outdoor 
activities of Antler Hill Village. 

 
Nights 4 & 5: The Lodges at Eagle’s Nest 
Nestled in North Carolina’s High Country near the towns of Boone and Banner Elk, The Lodges at 
Eagles Nest are an exclusive mountain community meant to immerse guests in the great outdoors. 
These stunning mountain homes provide the perfect base for exploring the region, and include 
luxury amenities and activities such as an onsite cigar and wine bar, horseback riding, paintball, a 
ropes course, and a series of ATV and motorcycle trails. 

 

Meals 
The hallmark of an Austin Adventures vacation is our exceptional dining. All meals: breakfasts, 
lunches, snacks, dinners, refreshments and receptions – except one dinner on your own – are 
included as indicated by itinerary. (B = Breakfast, L = Lunch, D = Dinner). Alcoholic beverages and 
related gratuities are not included in the trip price. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

North Carolina 
The High Country 

5 
The toughest part is going home.SM 

 

Arrival & Departures 
Please plan on arriving at least one day prior to your trip departure. Day one of your itinerary starts 
at 7:00 am. Your trip ends with a drop-off at your Charlotte hotel or the Charlotte Douglas 
International Airport. Please make flights for 4:00 PM or later. 

 
Trip Price 
$3,498 ($580 single supplement) 

 
Trip Length 
6 days/5 nights 

 
2021 Dates 
Call for Availability 

 
Host City 
Charlotte, North Carolina 
Airport code: CLT 

 
Reservations & Availability 
1-800-575-1540 
 

 
 

You’ll experience the best of active 

outdoor adventures and classic 

North Carolina culture.
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Trip Reservations 
 

Reservations, Deposits and Balances Due 
To make a reservation, contact Austin Adventures with your choice of trip and dates. A $500 per 
person deposit is required to confirm your reservation. Some Custom and International programs 
may require additional deposits. Full payment is required at the time of booking if your trip departs 
within 90 days. Choose one of the following contact methods: 

Toll free: 800-575-1540 

Phone: 406-655-4591 

Online: austinadventures.com 

Email: reservations@austinadventures.com  

Mail: Austin Adventures, P.O. Box 81025, Billings, MT 59108 

* You may also book your Austin Adventure with your preferred travel professional. 
** We accept most major credit cards and personal checks (U.S. funds made payable to Austin 
Adventures). Please do not send cash. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Included in the Trip Price 
• Double occupancy rooms with private baths. 
• All meals: breakfasts, lunches, snacks, dinners, refreshments and receptions as indicated in itinerary. 
• Fully trained, first-aid certified professional guides and knowledgeable local partners. 
• Any necessary equipment – all safe and well maintained. 
• Vehicle support and land transportation during the trip. 
• Austin Adventures T-shirt, water bottle, luggage tags and luggage service. 
• Pre-departure and packing information. 
• Incidental expenses such as taxes, dining and housekeeping gratuities, local partner and expert gratuities 

and national park entrance and permit fees. 
 

Not Included in the Trip Price 
• Gratuities to Austin Adventures guides. 
• Alcoholic beverages and related gratuities. 
• Meals not indicated in itinerary. 
• Pre-and post-trip accommodations and associated expenses. 
• Air and land transportation to/from host cities. 
• All types of personal insurance. 
• Personal expenses.  
 

Pre-departure Information 

After receiving your reservation and deposit, we’ll send you a pre-trip planner with general information about 
the area you’ll be visiting, a packing list, exercise guidelines, a guest information questionnaire and a liability 
release agreement for you to sign and return within 10 days. 
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Private Custom Trips 
Maybe your vacation schedule doesn’t fit our list of trips and dates. Or perhaps you’d prefer a slightly 
different itinerary or level of luxury and activity. A Custom Adventure is the perfect answer. You pick 
the date and destination and brief us on the size of your group, what activities you want, your “must 
haves” and just how you like to relax and unwind. No detail is too small, no idea too outrageous. Our 
staff of experts will help create a tailor-made vacation that’s just right for you and your group. In 
short, if you can dream it, we can make it happen. 
 

Room Occupancy, Single Supplements, and Shared Room Assignments  
All trip prices are based on double occupancy. Single rooms are available for an additional charge, 
referred to as a “single supplement.” If you’re traveling alone and wish to share a room, make the 
request at the time of booking. Austin Adventures will attempt to find a suitable roommate for you. If 
you book 90 days before the trip and we cannot find you a suitable roommate, we will take care of 
the single supplement. *some restrictions may apply 
 

Minimum Age 
The minimum age on our non-family designated adult and teen adventures is sixteen years old. 
 

Cancellations and Refunds  

The following cancellation policies and cancellation fees are in effect:  

***As with deposits on some international and custom programs, refund schedule may vary, speak 
with your Adventure Consultant for details. 

Cancellation 91 days or more before trip departure – Full trip payment refunded less a $300 per 
person administration fee 

Cancellation 61-90 days before trip departure – Full trip payment less 25% per person is 
refunded 

Cancellation 31-60 days before trip departure – 50% of the trip payment is refunded 

Cancellation 0-30 days before trip departure – No refund is given 
 

Our Guarantee 
 

Exceeding your expectations is our number one priority. In the unlikely event that you are 
dissatisfied with something during your trip, immediately notify your guide(s). If he or she is unable to 
resolve the issue, call our main office and give us the details of the problem, and a chance to correct 
it. We will do our best to find a resolution. If we are unable to do so during your trip, we will work with 
you upon your return home to arrive at a fair and equitable solution, including up to a full refund. 
 
 


